9 -

THE

THE MAN WHO ELECTROCUTES. i

Silent Exccutioner Who Regards His Call- |
Ing In Purely Business Way —Holds .
Patents on Apparatus, |

New York Sun. |
When he killed the Van Wormer |
boys in the State prison at Danne- |
mora last week State Iilectrician |
Edward I§. Davis finished his 74th |
execution by electricity. Of these |
71 occurred in this State, two in
Massachusetts and one in Ohio.

This man who invented the elec-
tric chair, owns the patents on it
and is the only man v ho can abso-
lutely be depended upon to conduct
an execution without a hiteh, is re-
markable in other respects. Thus,
wherever he goes he flocks by him-
self. He rarely speaks to anvbody
unless he is spoken to first, and
then he 1s found to be a most affa-
ble person, mor: than anxious to
talk about himself and his work.

He will cheerfully answer any
question put to him, no matter how
personal it may be, About his
work lhe is absolutely cold blooded,

He looks upon an execution as a
matter of business, pothing else,
In this he reminds one very much
of little Joe Atkinson, the ¢id T'ombs
hangman, who was as cheerful an
executioner as one would care tol
meet. :

“‘My dear sir, I do not kill these |
men,”" said Mr. Davis just after the |
Van Wormer execution to an in- |
quirer. “'The people of the Stnte|
of New York, acting through a
judge and jury, kill them.

“T am simply the instrument of |
the law. 1 work the machinery by
which the State of New York takes |
the lives of murdevers.”’

Davis is a little gray haired man
of bo.  Ask a New York politician
who is the hardest man

to find in
the city and he will tell you ‘L'im
Sullivan.  Ask a State official at |
Albany, especially Superintendent |
ot I'risons Collins, who is the hard-
est man in the State to find and he |
will tell you it is Davis,

Davis is a living mystery. He!
slips from place to place, never
maintaining residence in a given
locality for any length of time and |
rarcly letting any one know where |
he is.

Fvery once in a while ke appears |
suddenly in Albany, maps out his
work for the next few months, and
theu goes away again, whither no- |
body knows.  He can be absolutely
depended upon, however, to put in
an appearance at a State  prison
where there is to be an exeeution
several days before it is to take
place,

He goes right to the death cham-
ber and gets everything in readi-
ness, and after the execution he
goes away as silently and as mys-
teriously as he came,

The State pays Davis $r50 for
each man he kills. It has tried re
peatedly to buy his patieuts, but he
will not sell, If he should die
there are probably plenty of men
who would be able to work his ap-
paratus, but it would be more or
less of an experiment, even if an
clectrician willing to do the work
could be found,

Davis' mysterious movements are
attributed by some to a lear of as-
sassination.  Davis was asked about
this recently and langhed heartily.
e receives many  threatening  let
ters, he said; but pays no attention
to them.

The night before an execution
Davis goes to bed very carly and
leaves word that every precaution
is to be taken not to have any noise
around his room. He sleeps like a
top and wakes up bright and early.

His work in the death chamber,
outside of preparing the apparatus,
is very slight.  Ile looks on while
the keepers strap the man in, then
puts his hand on the switeh and  at
a signal turns on the current.  He
never "eaves the switch after the

ladjacent martyrs.

' Other features are
|sive Work of the Jews in the United

first shock until the man in the
chair is officially declared dead.

Very naturally, some people have |
an aversion to Davis because he is:
the State executioner. Far from |
being anvoyed by this, Davis is |
rather amused. !

At a receut execution Davig took
dinner at a hotel near the prison,
Several regular boarders at the
hotel refused to sit at the table with
him, preferring to wait until he was |
through.

Davis clamly ate his dinner, read-

ing his paper the while, and theu | §
smoked twao cigars while the hun-|

gry boarders waited for him to get
away.

Davis has no assistant.  He does
his work alone, and, unpleasant as
the work may seem, he certainlyl
does it well.

I
Rheumatism Secondhand,

"“Well," exclaimed Mr. Queer-
case, ‘‘you can talk as you like
about physical aflliction, bnt the
largest that ever struck me was
when I had the rheumatism in my
brother."’

““Rheumatism in your brother!"
exclaimed his auditors in concert.
“What are you telling us¥"

“I'm just giving yon a caseof
stalwart affliction that ought to
bring your sympathy out by the
roots,'’ was the reply,

“The kind of rheumatism that
he had was the kind that hangs
over the edges and threads on the
Why, the way
he'd yell and keep me awake at
night and have me tying on band-
ages and rubbing joints and smell- |
ing all sorts of lotions, und the way |
he would kick me out of bed when |
s other leg hurt him too much, |
was energizing., Primary rheuma-
ties is bad enough, but to have to
take it ina secondary form is petri- |
fying.”
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Woman’s Home Companion.
|
Gl |

The November Woman's Homwe
Companion containssixty four pages
of seasonable matter. ‘The chief
feature is the first instalment of a
novel prize-contest story eutitled
“The Trilemma of Albertine,'' in
which the reader is asked to help
solve a woman's choice in love. |
““I'he Progres-

States,” by Rabbi de Sola Mendes;
“My Recollectinons of Abahram Lin-
con,”’ by his Law Clerk; **I'he Sad
Love Story of Duchanan,”” Old |
Home Weelk,"” *“T'he Adventures
of a Puritan Maid, * etc. The fie-
tion element is unusnally good, and |
there are several illustrated pagres |
of interesting fashion by
Grace Margaret Gonld. Na-
ture Study Club, which forms such
a strong feature of this magazine, is
unusually interesting.  Published
by ‘I'he Crowell Publishing Com- |
pany, Springfield, Ohio; one dollar
a year; ten cents a copy.
—

Eczema, Itching Humors, Pimples—Treat-
ment Free. |

notes
The

Does your skin itch and burn? Dis- |
Lressing eruptions on the skin so you |
feel ashamed to be scen in company?
Do seabs and scales form on the skin,
hair or sealp?  Have you Iezema?
Skin sore and eracked? Rash form on
the skin?  Swollen joints?  Falling
hair?  All run down? Skin pale? 0ld
soves?  lating  sores?  Uleers? To |
cuce to stay cured take B, B, B, (Bo-
tanic Blood Balm) which makes the
blond pure and rieh, then the sores will |
heal and the itehing of cezema stop |
forever, the skin become elear and the |
blood pure. B. B. B. sold at :irun’i
stores $1. Trial treatment sent [ree
and prepaid by writing to Blood Balm ‘
Co., Atlanta, Ga, Deseribe  your
trouble and free medical adviee given. |
gwir 3000 testimonials of cures ty B.|

. B.
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Do you want one of the prettiest al
most stylish Hats in town this season?

If s0 you must have it made by the | B

The Riser Millinery Go

Our prices arve the lowest and our |
styles the newest that can be found in |
the city. i

HERALD AND NEWS
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sudden Changes

In American weather make it quite probable that
you will get up some morning soon and find the
temperature cold enough for thicker apparel, then
YOU’LL WISH YOU HADN’T

procrastinated. Better attend to this raatter dur-
ing the present week. It wont require many min-
utes to step into our store and get yourself snugly
and handsomely fitted, and at prices that will
mean an actual saving to you. Prices of these
Suits are $5.00, $8.50, $10, $15.00 and $18.50.
Every Garment bears the Union Label.

GOOD SHOES

Are next to good Clothes, and we certainly carry
the line that speaks for itself. Try a pair and it
will be no trouble to sell youthe second pair. The
Florsheim & Stetsuon at $5 can’t be excelied.
Keith’s Konqueror at $3, $3.50 and $4, the best
on earth for the money. For boys and the little
gents we carry the biggest line in town. You’ll
make a mistake if you do not look at these shoes
before buying. 500 pairs good heavy weight
Women and Children’s Shoes thrown in our win-
dow--the $1.15 kind, now 75c.

A NEW AND SNAPPY LINE OF MEN'S
HATS JUST RECEIVED AT $1 T0 $5

Gomplete Stock Underwear and Furnishings;

All we ask is an inspection of our Stock. You
will find the goods New and Up-to-Date and the
Prices Right.

=

e
=



